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Creswell (K.A.C.), Muslim Architecture of Egypt, Oxford, 1952-1959; Devonshire (R.L.), Some
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Egypt and Palestine, Oxford 1924.
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Creswell (K.A.C.), Early Muslim Architecture, vol. 1, pp. 97-99.
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Architecture of Egypt, vol. 1, p. 99.
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Flury (S.): “Le decore Epigraphique des monuments Fatimides du Caire”, Syrle, XVII, 1936,
pp- 36-76 ’
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See also: Farid Shafi‘l, “West Islamic Influences on Architecture in Egypt (before the Turkish ( oV)
Period)”, Bull. F. A. C. U., vol XVI, part 11, December 1954, p. 2.
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See also Farid Shafl'l,, “West Islamic Influences on Architecture in Egypt (before the Turkish
period)”, Bull. F. A. C. U., vol. XVI, part II, December 1954, p. 6ff.
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Modern, Le Caire, 1811, pp. 156-158.
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Creswell (K.A.C.), op.cit., vol. 1, pp. 281-283; Pauty (E.), Le plan de la Mosquéé d’as-Salih
Talayi’ (Bull. de la Societe Royal de Geographie), Tome XVII.
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Fatimid Mihrabs in Cairene Mosques

‘Assem Mohammad Rezq, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology & Museology,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The article, entitled *“Fatimid Mihrabs in Cairene Mosques”
considers five points. Firstly, the origin of the mihrdb and its
appearance in Islamic architecture is re-discussed. It is pointed out
that the mihrab was not a Christian element that has been taken into
Islamic architecture from the form of apses of churches, but that it
was created for a practical purpose arising from Islam itself. It was to
specify the place for the Im&m whose position constituted a separate
complete row when the people stood in lines to pray, standing in
ranks behind the Imam. This was clearly the case when the mihrdb
was flat and the Imam took his place between the mihrib and the
front line of the people. Secondly, the importance of the mihréb in
the architectural design of the mosque is considered. It becomes clear
from this that building the gibla wall was regardered as the most
important stage in establishing any mosque. The gibla wall taken as
the starting point and not the edge of the building as was the case in
temples and churches. Thirdly, the form of the mihrdb within the
qibla wall is dealt with, indicating that in the very beginning the
mihrdb was indicated by a movable marker: subsequently a fixed
marker developed, transforming itself in the third stage into a flat
form, and changing finally into the curved mihrab which should be
used by only one person, who is always the Imam. The fourth point
discussed in the paper is the specific character of the Fatimid mihrab
from the architectural, decorative and comparative points of view. A
study of these characteristics leads to the conclusion that while some
of these mihréibs foliowed the traditional form, other new forms were
also created. These new forms included new arch and dome types,
squinches, and new decorative styles and elements, especially the
shell ornament,. Fifthly, a detailed archaeological description of these
mihribs for the first time is presented, including the following.
Fatimid examples: Tbn Tilin, al-Azhar, al~Aqmar, al-Lu’lu’a,
al-Juyishi and al-Sihh Tala’i mosques. It can be seen from this
account that these mihribs were made of stucco, stone and wood.
They were vaulted by various types of arches carried mainly on
columns and decorated with a variely of floral motifs of Sassanian,
hellenistic and byzantine origin as well as with various geometric
designes and floriated kufic inscriptions.
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